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MEET YOUR MEMBERS... 


DEAN STRAW, WB4YOJ 


Our latest Field Day Chairman is the sub- 
jeet of this’ month's article. As most of 
you know, Dean's prior experience as a 
"contest? operator and ability to get things 
going contributed in no small way to the 
success of our June trip to the State Fair 
Grounds for field day, 1972. 


Dean lives at 5804 Rangley Drive here in 
Raleigh with his wife, Terrianne, and two 
boys, Ricky age 7 and Geoff age 6. He re- 
lies upon his Collins S-line and NCL=2000 
plus two rather large beam antennas to do 
his DX work. In the last ARRL DX Contest 
he made the "top ten" for phone and CW. 


Dean was first licensed in 1959 as WH6DKD. 
He later became KH6DKD, then WALIRE, and, 
finally, WB4YOJ in 1972 He holds the extra 
class ticket. 


Born in Honolulu, Hawaii, Dean lived there 
until he went to Yale University where he 
graduated with a BS in Electrical Engineer- 
ing in 1967. After college he worked for 
four years as a design engneer for National 
Radio Co., INc. in Melrose, Mass. He is 
presently a Senior Engineer with I.T7.T. 
here in Raleigh. 


Hamming is an active part of Dean's life 
and he says that he is interested in app- 
lying some of the "state-of-the-art" tech- 
niques he employs at I.7T.T. to ham radio. 
The club is indeed fortunate to have such 
a talented and active member. 


---Tom, WA4YOTA--- 


NEXT MEETING 


The next monthly meeting of the RARS will 
be held Wednesday, October 4, at 7:30 PM. 
Sherman Starnes, W4TZU, will demonstrate 


the IC board that has the ID for the RARS 
repeater. In the business portion of the 
meeting, there will be a discussion about 
the new repeater rules and other changes 
that effect everyone. Nominations for Vice 
President and Treasurer will be made. 


The meeting will be held at the Civil Def- 
ense Headquarters in the basement of the 
NC State Government Admmistration Building, 
116 West Jones Street. Ample parking is 
available at the rear of the building. Enter 
thru the back door. Everyone interested in 
amateur radio is invited. 


NEW LICENSES IN RARS 


Jim Leatherwood just received his novice 
license and is already active on the air. 
His call is WN4YBOV. Mike Starnes exchang- 
ed his Novice license for an Advanced and 
he is now WB4UYT. Congratulations to you 
both. 


STOLEN EQUIPMENT 


On July 26, a Pearce-Simpson Gladding 25 
2-meter transceiver, serial #97050510, was 
stolen from the automobile of Wayne Roberts 
K4GQS. Anyone hearing some strange oper- 
ations on the air, check it out. It could 
be Wayne's rig. Notify the police if it 
1c 


JIM REID MEMORIAL LIBRARY FUND 


The RARS has voted to set up a Jim Reid 
Memorial Library Fund to place books about 
amateur radio and electronics in the Oliva 
Raney Library in Raleigh, RARS members 
will make cash donations and give books for 
the project. 


The books will cover all phases of amateur 
radio from the begmner to the most experi- 
enced. The library does not have any books 
of this type now. This fund is not limit- 
ed to club members. Jim Reid, W4BKL/WA4LPI 
was a member of the library board at the 
time of his death in June. He was very 
interested in having books put in the lib- 
rary about amateur radio. 


Jim Johnson, W4JUG, chairman of the fund, 
requests the members to bring books and 
cash donations to the October club meeting. 


RARS DIVIDED ON CALL SIGN CHANGES 


The Raleigh Amateur Rado Society discussed 
the call sign change proposals made by 
Prose Walker, W4BW, Chief of the Amateur 
Division,and considered writing to the FCC 
with views on the subject. A letter was to 
be written opposing the change. A vote 
was taken to see if it was the major feel- 
ing of the club, but the vote was about 
50-50 for and against! So a letter will 
not be written at this time. The subject 
was sent back to the Executive and Advisory 
Committee. 
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RARS FIELD DAY, 1972 


Better late than never, I am submitting this report hopefully before QST gets to press with 
the results! 


Under the callsigns W4DW/4 and WNYWII/4, about 50 stalwars of RARS got out to the State Fair- 
grounds in late June and had a bang-up Field Day. 


To say that we presented an interesting sight with our 60" long mobile home and large arrays 
of antennas would be a slight understatement! I suppose only a ham could conceive paradise 
as being ensconsed in a field full of parked school buses, but we were really in hog's (ham's, 
"scuse me) heaven that weekend. Who else but a bunch of hams would go through the incredible 
effort of erecting huge antennas for only 24 hours' worth of operation, and then turn around 
and dismantle them? Who else but a bunch of hams would go into the various rat's nests of 
wires and cables behind their rigs, undo them, and transport cables and rigs and chairs and 
tables and fans and logs and mikes and keys and throat lozenges and mosquito spray and other 
such creature comforts out for a ham radio contest? Who else but a bunch of hams would fight 
with a balky generator for an hour before and an hour into the contest, with hands full of 
grease and gas, advice coming from all sides; finally to solve the leaking gas problem with 
a custom, hand-carved wooden plug? Who else but a bunch of hams could manage to con one of 
their members into lending his beautiful 50 foot high cherry-picker for the entire contest? 
(What other group, I wonder, had such a rotator for their 40m. beam?) 


But in spite of the seeming idiocy of it all, we had FUN. Not only that, but I believe we 
did manage to learn things in the process: like how to operate in a contest---and how not to 
operate; like how to set up stations and antennas---and definitely how not to set up stations 
and antennas! I think we may have started a core of operators interested in contest activ- 
ities, 


For those who were not able to be out with us on Field Day, let me attempt to describe the 
scene, Mobile Home Center of Raleigh was kind enough to lend us, through the efforts of 
Bert Bailey, a beautiful 12 x 60" mobile home, The negotiations for the use of same were 
completed about 4:30 PM on the Friday before Field Day, and since by law these homes cannot 
be moved on the highways during weekends, we had to manage somehow to get it into the State 
Fairgrounds before the place closed up at 5:00 PM. Panic and confusion ensued, but by the 
kind auspices of Mr. Art Pitzer, the manager of the fairgrounds, we did keep the gates open 
longer than usual. Bear in mind not that at that time we had not seen this home and Lee 
Johnson and I had no idea how large it might be. Bert Bailey had mentioned at one time or 
another that he might be able to latch onto a 20 footer or something, but when the huge thing 
loomed up on the horizon Lee and I were struck dumb--ecstatic, but stunned. The monster was 
maneuvered skillfully into position in an open area away from the parked school buses and we 
were really in business! 


On Saturday morning we began to set up antennas. First George Wallace's cherry-picker was 
used to install the 20m, system, which consisted of a 50° aluminum tower capped with a 3- 
element full-sized yagi, all lent to the effort by Ken Lisenbe. There were a few hair- 
raising moments during the 20m, setup when the whole thing nearly buckled in the middle and 
came down, but we finally managed to secure it properly. One end of a 350' long double-ex- 
tended Zepp for 80m, was tied to the 20m. “tower and the other end secured in some high trees. 


Next the 15m, beam was installed with the aid of the cherry-picker. It consisted of a push- 
up TV mast 40' high with a 3-element full-size yagi and rotator on top, donated to the cause 
by Floyd Sense. An 80m dipole was strung between the 15m. mast and the 20m. tower. 


The 2-element 40m. Moseley beam, removed from my home tower the week before, was then set up 
on the cherry-picker and raised to 50'. The antenna is a shortened beam, with 44° long ele- 
ments and a 20° boom. 


Inside the mobile home, we had an S-Line set up in the kitchen area for 40m. The novice 
station was located in the living room area and utilized an SB-101 and DX-60. In the middle 
bedroom the combined 15/80 meter station was set up, using a Heath SB-Line and when that had 
some difficulty a Drake 4-Line. The 20m station was in the back bedroom with an S-Line. 


The VHF boys had there own separate motor home, complete with air-conditioning and self-con- 
tained generator system, 


We were really roughing it out there! Of course, we were catered by Charlie Brown for Sat- 
urday's dinner, and Art Stratemeyer did us all an excellent Sunday breakfast, He also along 
with Bob Workman co-ordinated the feeding activities. 


Band conditions were reasonable, but not as good as in 1971. 20m. coughed up a total of 795 
qso's on both phone and cw, The combination of a good beam and a high tower gave us a rather 
commanding signal on 20m, Four peaks of over 60 qso’s/hour were made, with one wild string 
of 93 aso's in one hour mid Sunday morning. ‘ 


The 15/80m, station did an excellent job under difficult band conditions on 15m., netting 
675 qso's total for both bands. Apparently that big double-extended Zepp did a good job 
of radiating---they had'em standing in line several deep on 75m. ssb. Several peaks app- 
roaching 60 qso's/hour were hit on 15m. ssb, where the big yagi put out a potent signal. 


40m. is a tough band from down here without a kw to give a little authority to the signal, 
but our boys come through with flying colors and 522 qso's for both phone and cw. Apparently 
the huge beam on the cherry=-picker did a pretty good job, enabling us to compete with the 3's 
and 4's to get into the heavily populated areas. 


The novices did a really outstanding job, getting a total of 44 qso's, among which were a 
bunch of rather choice DX delicacies. 


Activity on the VHF bands wasn't too awful good, and it was decided that rather than going 

into the 4-xmtr category, we would not count the few VHF qso's and keep in the 3-xmtr cate- 
gory, with novice station. In that category we ended up with 2036 qso's, an average of al- 
most 700 qso's per transmitter! Not a bad score at all, and we should be pretty high up in 
‘the standings when the results are published by QST, 


I think we did learn a lot this Field Day. I would like to make some suggestions for next 
year's bash, (1) Start antenna erection on Friday evening rather than Saturday morning. 
We were a pretty tired bunch of guys after antenna and station setup. A fresh group of ops 
might have been able to come up with a better score, (2) Test the generator for a good 
period of time before the contest, We lost a good hour of prime time at the start of the 
test because of a clogged fuel line. (3) Make sure our prime operators, especially cw ops, 
show up. 40m, was hurt a bit because a key op didn't show. (4) Make absolutely sure Bill 
McDowell is around next year to be Chairman! (Con't) 


. 
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Thanks go to all for all the fine cooperation and help from all involved in this fine effort. 


Dean Straw, WB4YOJ 


Field Day Chairman per the RARS train (In other words railroaded)! 


Well, the FCC came out with thier "repeater" 
regulations and as I feared, they went off the 
deep end. But this is not unusual for a federal 
agency for they have that reputation. The follow- 
ing views are my own and not necessarily those 

of the club. (But I don't think I am alone in 
this.) There were a few good things about the 
regulations, such as station IDs, which call to 
use when visiting and simplier logging for mobiles, 


In the FGC report and order, they start off quoting paragraphs 97.1 (b) and (c) of the Rules 
and comment on how good they are, And then they turn right around and make rules that are 


contrary to 97,1 (b) and (c). The paragraphs are: 


"(o) Continuation and extension of the amateur's proven ability to contribute to the ad- 
vancement of the radio art. 


(c) Encouragement and improvement of the amateur radio service through rules which provide 
for advancing skills in both the communication and technical phases of the are." 


An application for a repeater must now include the transmitter power output, band to be used, 
location of the transmitting antenna drawn upon a topographic map, the antenna height above 
average terrain, the effective radiated power, transmission line loss, antenna radiation 
patterns, gain of the antenna, a number of other items and proof of all technical information. 
Now how can an amateur experiment with antennas, transmitters and transmission lines on his 
repeater as the FCC wants in paragraphs 97.1 (b) and (c)? Only by modifing his license each 
and every time causing delay and filling the Federal Government banks with application fees. 
Remember, that money that you send the FCC goes to the general fund and Congress decides how 
little the FCC can get! (I won't mention where the excess goes.) These rules are the type 
made for commercial services, not amateur radio. It will take five to ten years to improve 
repeaters with the “over regulation" versus what can be done now or with proper regulations 
in one year, 


I'm afraid the next step is the FCC making new rules about our fixed and mobile stations 
similar to the repeater rules. That would be one way to do away with amateur radio. When 
you apply for a station license, you have to supply transmitter power out, transmission line 
loss, antenna patterns and so on, You would have to modify the license when you traded for 
new equipment or wanted to try a new antenna or change to another band. (Maybe they wouldn't 
require mike frequency response or key contact spacing!) But that's about how ridiculous 
some of the new repeater rules are. 3 


I don't own and have no plans for a repeater of my own, but I do help support and use them, 

I did not comment on the proposed rule making two years ago, because I was not familar enough 
with their operation then. I did comment on the band expansion proposals and if, and I hope 
when, the FCC proposes to rectify their mistakes .on the repeater rules, I will have plenty of 
comments, 


How do you feel about the rules? I would like to have more views on the subject and will 
print those, space permitting. And equal space will be given to the FCC, if they so choose, 


RARS REGULAR MEETING - SEPTEMBER 6, 1972 


The regular meeting of RARS was called to order at 7:45 PM by Vice President, Tom Martin, 
K4CQJ in the Divil Defense room of the N, C. State Administration Building. Guests were 
made welcome, 


Ed Alderman, WA4PEN, brought us up to date on the VHF FM commitvee activities. A new meeting 
schedule for this group will be announced at the October meeting. 


John Wittman reported on the progress of the club electronic keyer project. Approximately 
25 units will be constructed and the first project meeting should be in mid-October aftér the 
parts are obtained, 


A dinner party was held on September 9 at the Plantation Inn, honoring Stu, Dottie and 
Susanna Meyer for the contributions to our club activities. Jim Johnson, W4JNG, and Tom 
explained the basic idea of providing a collection of library books in honor of Jim Reid at 
the Olivia Raney Library. Discounts on technical books for the library are available through 
several means and the members present, by majority vote, indicated their desire to contribute 
personally to the collection. Jim was elected chairman for this project and his committee 
will prepare suggestions for consideration at the September Advisory Board meeting. 


Bert Bailey, WHFMN, Wake County EC, reported on the successful communications network 
organized by the club for the Tar Heel Sportscar Rally. The exercise provided a good test 
for operators and equipment, Thanks go to Bert for getting the ball rolling and to all those 
who took part or provided gear, Bob Corns, K4YMC gave brief highlights of the newly pro- 
posed FCC Repeater docket. Required call letter prefixes of WR4---and changes in mobile 
logging requirements are among the major items. 


Bob and RARS received a note of appreciation from Elizabeth Reid, 


The point of using ham autopatches for other than personal privilege was made as it has been 
noted that the FCC is concerned with possible commercial implications of come conversations. 
A good point to keep in mind for all our communications! Phone patches with nations not 
having third party agreements with the United States are also prohibited, 

(Con't.) 


Let your friend and mine, WB4PNR, Power ; , ; Put your mobile rig in a new Toyota 
Vacuum your ductwork, flue, blower, etc. from 


pevictes. ALLIED POWER VAC GOODMAN TOYOTA 
772-7363 2401 Wake Forest Road 833-7591 


a 


eae * 


RALEIGH AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY, INC. 


POST OFFICE BOX 17124 
RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA 27609 


» The members present voted unanimously for ‘the club to proceed with plans tora nami est in une 
Raleigh area in the spring of 1973. The membership authorized the club president to appoint 
a hamfest committee, 


A discussion was held on the planned proposal by FCC's Prose Walker of all amateur radio call 
letters to indicate the class of license held. The group was split about 50/50 on favoring 
the call letter change. On the other side of loosing your established radio identification 
is the greater ability to police our own bands with easier identification. This is important 
in light of the FCC's point that radio hams are no longer doing the self-policing work they 
have been known for and therefore greater regulation may be required. 


Jim Carroll, W4COM provided a very interesting talk on new solid state devices and their 
characteristics. More of us should be able to take advantage of these versatils devices. 


Meeting adjourned at 11:10 PM Respectfully submitted, 
Chuck Littlewood, W4RUH 
Secretary, RARS 


FCC RULING 


For years, amateurs visiting other stations used the call letters of that station. Ihe 
station was licensed at that location and: the license or a copy of the license and the 
visiting operators license was all that was required and the station call letters were used 
even if the owner was not present. But a couple of years ago, some FCC “official” decided 
that the equipment was not a station, but a person was a station! I won't comment on the 
type of person that dreams up these kind of rulings. Because of the ruling, there has been 
total confusion on which call to use when visiting another station. Now that has been 
changed back to the way it was formerly. You use the station owners call even if he is 

not present. Hopefully, the FCC will let that ruling stand. Again, the "person" is licens- 
ed to “operate” and the “equipment” is licensed with a “station call". 


Dave, WHYDY 
GRIFTON REPEATER ON THE AIR! 


The 16-76 two-meter FM repeater at Grifton was put on the air on September 16 and coverage 
is very good, The ENC repeater call is W4NBR. Mobile stations from Raleigh to the coast 
work though it and fixed stations from Greensboro to the coast get to the repeater, that is 
over a thousand feet up the WITN-TV tower. 


There is still a couple of minor problems with the repeater, but they will be cleared up 
before long. The ENC group are to be congratulated for such a fine effort. 


RARS HAMFEST IN THE SPRING 


An annual hamfest will be held in the Spring beginning in 1973. It will be sponsored by 
the Raleigh Amateur Radio Society with dates to be decided. The club plans for this to be- 
come the biggest and best hamfest in "4" land. Two conventions sponsored by the club has 
provided valuable knowledge in this area and a hamfest is not near as much work. The RARS 
Hamfest plans to have technical sessions, 4 giant.flea market, commercial displays, lots of 
good food, big crowds and an outstanding time! 


To make this a reality, it will take some work, but not as much as a convention requires. 


We have over 70 members, so don't be bashful when called on for a job. Volunteer and you 
won't be called! Bob Corns, K4YMC, is the RARS Hamfest temporary chairman. 


RAR & 
GALEBENDAR OF EVENTS 


OevOber Vit ves sess ped en RCC M Le Mee ealnie 
Og berber Ul eure: 2 nate stare CY Cl EO NCe . 
Ooimoliee Ws ,506ece0+ ; .Executive & Advisory Committee meeting 


October 28-29... 
NOWiemD CIEL aa seels ete 
November ll-12.. 
November 14,.... 
November 18-19,, 
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a ~.CQ WW DA Phone Contest 

F . Regular meeting 

. ARRL Sweepstakes* 

..Executive & Advisory Committee meeting 
. ARRL Sweepstakes 

~2cQ WW DX CW Contest 

December 6..... . Regular meeting 


December 19.... ..-2xecutive & Advisory Committee meeting 


RARS 2 METER FM NET---MONDAY NIGHTS AT 8:00 PM---146,94 MHz 
RARS 10 METER SSB NET=--MONDAY NIGHTS AT 8:30 PM---28,540 MHz 
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CHARLES LITTLEWOOD 
4916 AUBURN RD. 
RALEIGH, N. C. 27609 


